
 

Comenius-project 

“Different Roots But Equal As 
European“ 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

Belgium 
 
 

IKSO is a catholic secondary school which 
offers education to children between 12 and 
18 years old. There are about 800 students 
and 80 teachers. Most of the departments 
are general education, but there is also a 
technical and vocational department. ‘IKSO’ 
means Institute for Catholic Secondary 
Education. 
 

 

The school is situated in Denderleeuw, a community close to 
Brussels. IKSO has already coordinated two Comenius projects: 
‘Sustainable development across Europe’ and ‘Europe Union: more 
members is better?!’ The school is conducted by Nico Van den 
Borre as the headmaster. 

The address of the school :  

Middenstraat 10 
9470 Denderleeuw  
053 66 60 29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spain                                    

 
 

IES PÉREZ GALDÓS is a secondary 
school located in the city center of 
Las  Palmas de Gran Canaria. It has 
around 1300 students. In the morning  
secondary education to 12 to 18 years 
old students is held. In the afternoon  
there are some Professional 
Qualification Courses and in the 
evening there  
are specific courses for adults.  
 
 
 
 

 
In our school we also teach Vocational  
Training Courses on Socio-Sanitary Education and 
Socio-Cultural Animation.  We belong to the National 
Historic School Network, as our school is considered  
to be the oldest of the island. We will be 100 year-
old next 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
Italy 

 

 
Our school full name is Istituto Tecnico 
Commerciale Statale e per il Turismo “ Padre 
A.M. Tannoia”   headquarters in Corato and  a 
branch located in Ruvo di Puglia ( Bari), both  
towns  in the South of Italy in the region called 
Apulia . 

It’s a state technical business school with 3 
different addresses : accountancy, information 

technology, foreign languages/tourism. The number of our students in our school brunch is 
of about 450 (aged 14-19 )   and about 60 teachers. At present there are about 12 students 
of foreign origins which means with foreign parents or adopted.  

The extracurricular activities in our school are  : music lab, theatre in language, carnival and 
stages in companies and factories. 

Our school plays an important role in the European school 
network thanks to its projects involving local authorities, 
national and European institutions :  

• Comenius 3 
• Comenius Multilateral project 
• Eurodesk point 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Slovenia  

 

 
The Ekonomska šola Novo mesto has 
approximately 560 students and the high 
school 100 students with some 50 
teachers. Our school's main orientation is 
economy, vocational and general 
education but we also have a vocational 
programme with media orientation. We 
have quite a few students with special 
needs (aprox 20). 

The school is situated in the south-east of Slovenia in the Dolenjska region, fifty kilometers 
south of the capital Ljubljana. We took part in another Comenius project, Humour in Youth’s 
Life (HYL) and two ACES international projects. 

  
 

The school’s address: 

Ulica talcev 3.a, 

8000 Novo mesto 

Tel. 07 39 33 260  

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
Slovakia  

 
 

Our school, Gymnázium, is situated in 
Vranov nad Topľou, a small town in the east 
of Slovakia, close to the biggest city in the 
region – Košice. 

Gymnázium is a state high school for 
students between 14 and 19 years old and 
it prepares them for the university study. 
The school is attended by 524 students this 

year and 42 teachers take care of them. The most popular subjects at school are science 
subjects  like Biology, Chemistry  or languages – English, Russian and German. Students also 
like subjects like History, IT or Maths. 

 

Our school has already joined three Comenius projects and participates 
in other national projects, e.g.  environmental education, healthy school 
project and others. The  headmaster of school is  RNDr. Miron Blaščák. 

The school’s address:  

Gymnázium 
Dr. C. Daxnera 88/3 
093 01 
Vranov nad Topľou 
Slovakia 

 

 

 

  

 

The teachers, participating in the project 

 
Jef Peiremans 

Noëlla De Mulder 

Lut Lievens 

Maros Mitrik 

Slavomir Kmec 

Andreja Petrovič 

Jelko Moderc 

Nika Pajič 

Melany Llinás Pascua 

María Emilia Cazorla Vega 

Yaiza Gil Batista 

Angela  Simone 

Aldo Cataldo 

Caterina Montaruli 

Rosa Parisi 

Cataldo Olivieri 

Emilia Papapicco 

Stefania Morrone 

Paz Gil 
Girolama Murolo 

 

 

 

 



 

Students participating in the project

Slovakian students: 
Silvia Kovaľová 
Terézia Mlejová 
Zuzana Hatalová 
Alžbeta Kovaľová 
Miriam Hančuláková 
Michaela Perejdová 
Tomáš Žipaj 
Katarína Lehončáková 
Veronika Petríková 
Michaela Palpašová 
Bibiána Sotáková 
Kristína Kovaľová 
Peter Michalov 
 
 

Jakub Mlej 
Zuzana Košalková 
Alexandra Štecová 
Veronika Bančanská 
Peter Jevčák 
Richard Marhulík 
Ján Šatník 
Tomáš Hreha 
Ivana Sokolová 
Mária Kotuľáková 
Kristína Nálešníková 
Rebeka Lancíková 
Ján Bajus 
Matej Benk

Italian students : 
Arcadite Angelica,  
Ribatti Carmen  
Scardigno Serena  
Gramegna Angela 
DeRuvo Irene, 
Lovino Micaela 
Lusito Alessandro 
Di Bisceglie Marilisa 
Barione Martina 
Piergiovanni Celeste 
DeAstis Francesca 
Carlucci Antonio 
Chiapperino Felice 
DeChirico Francesco 
Pardini Domenico 
DeChirico Claudia 

Spanish students: 
Liliana Campos Díaz 
Alvaro González Castellano 
Ovidia Valido Abdola 
Carla Navarro Medina 
Verónica Velázquez Ruta 
Claudia Bethencourt Gil. 
Laura Martín Cruz 
Jorge Lantigua Santiago. 
Laura Ceballos Zurita 
Isabel Urriza Giménez. 
Michelle Viamonte Samper 
Eduardo m. Vega Cabrera. 
Tania Cruz de la Fe 

 

Students participating in the project 
  
Slovenian students : 
Nina Metelko 
Patricija Kragelj 
Amadeja Smrekar 
Robi Petan 
Julija Črepinšek 
Maja Kastelec 
Urša Lužar 
Katja Mlakar 
Teja Zupančič 
Tjaša Mesinger, 
Jani Leskovec 
Lea Rangus 
Ines Škoda 
Urška Kapš 
Karmen Krapež 
Brina Kren 
Petra Rožič 
Michelle Murn 
Anja Biličič 
Eva Novak 
Lea Pisanski 

Urška Grubar 
Tea Koprivcµ 
 
Belgian students: 
Maxime De Ruyck 
Belinda Saah Aba 
Antoine Van Ravestyn 
Lisa Arys 
Roos De Groote 
Andreas Populier 
Hannelore Meganck 
Jarmo Geeraerts 
Karine Emongo 
Laure Van Londersele 
Thea Kalisa 
Jolijn Note 
Amber Vanderschueren 
Anneleen Boodts 
Naomi Vanderheyden 
Robin Geysels 
Severine Beeckman 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Meeting in Italy  

The first meeting took place in Italy from the 25th till the 29th of October 2011. 
It was a successful meeting.  

          
 

           

Some activities for the students during the meeting: 

- Performance of the balcony scene of Romeo and Juliet 
- Writing and performing a song together 
- Making a magazine with some anecdotes the students have experienced  

 

Everybody enjoyed the meeting! The reactions were all very positive. The first meeting was a 
good start of our project! The students were looking forward to the next meetings!  

 

Meeting in Spain 
The second meeting took place in Spain from the 14th till the 18th of February 2012. 
It was a great meeting!  

 

Some activities for the students during the meeting: 

- Playing a cooperative game 
- Workshops with the goal to develop and understand differences between cultures, 

decreasing violence among the youth of different nationalities as well as socializing 
without prejudices 

- Organize an activity for charity 
- Photo competition with ‘tolerance’ as theme 

 
This second meeting was also great. Beautiful friendships grew during the meeting and it 
was hard to say good bye, but the students promised to keep contact after getting back 
home.  



 

Meeting in Slovakia 
The third meeting took place in Slovakia from the 22th till the 26th of April 2012. 
This meeting was as fantastic as the others!  

   

Some activities for the students during the meeting: 

- Watching the video ‘young people want to do anything that is forbidden’ and a 
discussion about this video ‘what is the best way of reacting’ 

- Debate on ‘immigrant parents accept school advice, how about young people?’ 
- Debate about ‘authority’ 

 

The meeting in Slovakia was a success. The collaboration between the students and teachers 
was very good. With great memories everybody went home.  

 

 

  

 

Meeting in Slovenia 
The fourth meeting took place in Slovenia from the 16th till the 21th of October 2012.  
This meeting was very nice! 

 

Some activities for the students during the meeting: 

- Discussion about authority between parents and youth 
- Role-play about authority between teachers and pupils 
- Debate about the relation between teachers and pupils, about possible problems 

 

The meeting in Slovenia was very nice! Everyone was very enthusiast and all the activities 
went fluently!  

  



 

Meeting in Spain (only teachers) 
The fifth meeting took place in Spain from the 9th till the 13th of February 2013 
It was a meeting only for teachers. 

 

  

During this meeting the teachers had to compose the endproduct of the project : “A list of 
10 DO’s when dealing with a mixed students’ population in secondary schools”. They were in 
conclave in the INSTITUTO DE ENSEÑANZA SECUNDARIA PÉREZ GALDÓS. 

In 3 ways the teachers received information : 

- They exchanged the already available expertise of the schools. 
- They got input from the students while having discussions, games, role playing about 

the project’s topic. 
- They also got information from external specialists who were invited every meeting.  

At the end the teachers’ group found 12 recommendations for the schools in Europe dealing 
with a mixed students’ population. They explain ideas, mention whether the implementation 
of the idea is easy or not and whether it will cost money or not. 

  

 

Meeting in Belgium 
The last meeting of the project is organized in the coordinating school IKSO from the 23th till 
the 27th of April 2013. 

 
Some activities for the students during the meeting: 

- Discussion about how to communicate 
- Discussion on “how the project can help a better understanding among people of 

different nations” 
- Participating the meeting on Wednesday 24th April presenting the results of the 

project 
- Visit of European Parliament in Brussels  

  



 

List of 10 DO’S when dealing with a mixed students’ population in 
secondary schools 
Introduction 

These recommendations can be useful for some schools, not all schools can benefit from 
them. We have made a general document with proposals among which each school can 
choose the ones that fit them the best. Due to the great differences between cultures and 
legislation/school systems, we cannot go further than that. 

This is a long-term project, we cannot expect to accomplish everything in just one year. Our 
proposals need to be tried out and evaluated after each objective. As for everything in 
society changes only  happen very slowly. 

In these recommendations we focus on the immigrant students and helping them. Other 
courses or local facilities are present to help their families. 

We mention the mixed students’ population as a general group but they are not a general 
group. Some immigrants - due to their language - are ‘less’ or ‘more’ immigrants than others. 
If for example they speak the second language of the guest country, they’ll find it easier to 
integrate. 

The main objective of these DO’s is of course to obtain a real integration. 

 

1. Student tutoring organized as a committee  
A group of pupils (preferably from the last 2 or 3 years, on a voluntary basis) form a 
‘permanent’ committee to welcome the new immigrant pupils. They act as the tutors of 
these pupils. One or two responsible (volunteer) teachers  act as referent teachers.  
Within this committee, assign a ‘godmother or godfather’ to the foreign student as a 
person to rely on and ask all sorts of questions to . Preferably there is a godmother 
’pupil’ AND a godmother ‘teacher’.  
Tutor and tutee can meet on a weekly (in the beginning) or fortnight basis and can help 
to solve practical school things , to give them a tour around the school or organize 
activities. 
In this way students are the companion of teachers helping and supporting them in the 
learning process. Tutors get continuous support and a coordinator is organizing the 
tutor operations.  As for tutees, the influence on the learning process, the motivation 
and the self-confidence is checked on a regular basis in the committee meetings 
(especially checking the progress and giving advice is important). This tutoring system is 
not only good for educational purposes but also for acculturation and the introduction 
to the new culture. 

 

 

Practically  
Besides the meeting with the tutor-pupils, the new student(s) of other nationality sit 
together once a month with the entire group of his /her teachers, in order to get to 
know each other on a more personal level . This will contribute to better understanding, 
keeping into account the difficulties this person may have or the fears (s)he has of the 
new community.  
This could work very effectively if the foreigners feel they can trust their new friends. 
Breaking the ice is the first aim of any integration process and very often the hardest 
part of it. It is only in  literally taking time to speak to different nationalities, that we get 
to know  (the personal history of ) someone. This should be the primary aim followed by 
other steps when we have won the trust of the foreigner. They will be more likely to 
cooperate and participate on the follow-up activities.  
As for this idea, the schools can use the advice given by experienced people. Inside the 
school, actual staff and students can implement the idea. It is strongly advised to look 
for committed people who are willing to engage in the matter by means  of self-
formation and self-information (found on internet or follow training courses) 
This idea will not cost money and is easy to be accomplished. 
 

2. Have a plan to welcome ‘foreign’ students   
Draw up a school document , specifically for the immigrants. 
Be prepared for your mixed population, they will feel extra welcome. Make an 
information leaflet in different languages, in which general information is also given in 
multilingual forms. 
To implement the idea, we can ask already integrated pupils to help translate. This is a 
way of giving back what you have received. 
This proposal will not cost money and is quite easy to organize. 
Idea speech Sarah Martin Diez  (Spanish meeting) 

 
3. Integration through mutual knowledge of each other’s culture 

At the beginning of every school year, program an intercultural week: to introduce 
foreign countries, their habits and usages, traditions, food, sports, clothes, history,  
culture etc. 
Encourage  the students to talk  – in lessons like history, cultural and behavioral sciences 
– about an aspect from their culture  (as we know “unknown = unloved “). In such lesson 
the focus must also be placed on what we have in common. Despite our differences we 
have more similarities! Music for example is loved by everyone but the type of music is 
different of course, so make up a playlist (of modern hits at that moment) and listen and 
learn to appreciate each other’s music. 
In the income hall of your school a whiteboard can be placed. At random times 
information is given about specific days (e.g. what do Belgian/Spanish/Slovakian,… 
people usually do on a Sunday? How do we celebrate our feast days? What is the 



 

importance of a certain date for our history?...). or we visualize certain information (e.g. 
what do we usually eat for breakfast, diner,…) 
This proposal will not cost money and is quite easy to organize. The school doesn’t need 
any help from outside. Such little projects can be worked out in the first grade (year 1 
and 2) or in the vocational direction with a supervising tutor or school counselor. 

 
4. Language.  

Communication  (+linguistic competence) is the key to integration  
In giving information to the immigrants, nothing is too obvious, so adapt the materials 
linguistically, try and say everything as easy as possible. A successful means is to use 
universal pictograms in their school diary to give a certain message. This idea to use 
translations in more languages (linguistically and by means of pictograms) is an efficient 
one, especially in the early stages of integration process. 
By communicating in this way with the foreign students' families as efficaciously as 
possible, a continuous relationship can be established.  
It can also work the other way around: The foreigner can give some lessons of his 
mother tongue for his classmates, which might have a motivating drive both for the 
foreigner and locals. The newcomer would get the feeling of importance and being 
interesting and might elicit interest in the cultural background.  
This idea will hardly cost any money. 
Idea speech Sarah Martin Diez  (Spanish meeting) 

  
5. Engage immigrant staff (with immigrant roots) 

Headmasters/schools should be encouraged - if the possibility arises, if they can choose 
- to engage immigrant staff (not necessarily) as extra staff) who besides their own 
mother tongue, already speak the language of the guest country.   In this way it is 
useful in the first weeks/months, especially for the counseling of the ‘foreign’ students. 
For the newcomer someone speaking his/her language and coming from the same 
background is definitely needed. We see this as a necessary stage in the integration 
process. We realize that not all countries have this possibility because of the different 
legislation (in appointing new teachers) 

This idea will cost money as the schools need to engage staff. Financial help from the 
government is necessary.  
However voluntary work is an alternative. Skilled professionals can maybe found among 
immigrants and their families. 

 
6. Offer extra facilities 

For immigrants the school is a known place, so offering extra facilities in this school to go 
to is important.  
In school there is no hostility, the school turns into a safe place. It is necessary for the 
immigrant pupils to have such a place as maybe they haven’t got good study conditions 

 

or a good atmosphere at home. Parents are often working very hard, so students are 
often alone at home. Very often they don’t receive the same amount of support of the 
parents, they are totally alone in the preparation of their lessons/exams. Schools can be 
open outside the normal school hours to give the opportunity to the ‘foreign’ students 
to do some homework or to play some sports together. 
 
Practically 
The actual staff of the school can organize this service (take turns in coming earlier to 
the school or staying later). Maybe the schools have volunteers among the staff to 
organize it.  
Older pupils (from 5th or 6th year) can voluntarily help younger pupils after school, but 
IN the school building itself, with their homework/lessons. In that way, help from 
outside the school is not necessary.  
This idea will not cost extra money, it will only take some goodwill. 
No extra help is needed. 

 
7. Using social media 

Foreign students often have a double life : one in the home country (family at home) 
and one in their guest country (society). Those students are similar and different at the 
same time. Similar as they use Facebook or Skype , different as they have the cultural 
influence of the family. If the school wants to ‘communicate’ with this group, it better 
uses the common communication channels (and also offers the mass media in school 
e.g. in libraries). 
It’s important to promote the sharing of the existing social networks and other 
communication systems to practice the resident country language outside the school 
environment.  
We should not underestimate the power of social media. We should use it, without 
skipping the official school system channel, but add them to give the students 
information concerning school tasks, projects etc. and make the immigrants feel part of 
the community. 
This idea will not cost money.        
Idea speech PHD Parisi Rosa (Italian meeting) 
  

8. Have an open mind towards multiculturalism 
Pupils ( and teachers! ) of the home country have to open their eyes for multiculturalism, 
they must realize we can never get back to ‘the old situation’ so they need to value a 
cultural diversity. 
 
 
 
 



 

Practically  
In one or two history lessons, in a  group work, pupils can surf internet to find examples 
of how new cultures brought new values e.g. in Belgium: the coming of the Romans 
brought our culture a strong impulse on the domain of infrastructure. 
Cultural diversity  is  a value, so the different identities  have to be socially supported 
and it has to be understood that one culture is just one of  many  perspectives. 
This idea will not cost money and is easy to be accomplished. 
Idea speech Maria Nicolaouova (Slovakian meeting) 

 
9. Rethink education as a concept 

We need to rethink education as a concept, there are diverse needs of learners in  plural 
and complex societies. The aim of teaching thus becomes: preparing students to respond 
to the changing needs.  So we have to raise awareness  (by means of movies, debates, 
opinion exchange, role plays, …), at least among the students of the class where the 
immigrant student(s) will be in. 
Not only the transfer of knowledge remains important (e.g. learn from the past to avoid 
same mistakes), but especially social skills, language skills, … 
It should become more or less obligatory to get training  for the present teachers in how 
to deal with multiculturalism. What if the actual teacher doesn’t accept the 
multiculturalism in his /her class, in the real school life situation? Rethinking education 
as a concept is something that must also happen in the mind of the present teachers. 
This idea will not cost money and is easy to be accomplished. 
The training of teachers will cost money. Financial and educational help from the 
government is necessary.  
Idea speech Maria Nicolaouova (Slovakian meeting) 

 
10. Increase their well-being 

Because of their multiple "otherness"  - language differences; cultural differences and 
differences due to numerous losses, often poverty and social exclusion -  immigrants are 
disadvantaged of many positive experiences and interactions. Possibly psychosocial 
problems are increased. The sum of a number of events with adverse life circumstances 
poses a serious burden on the person and can threaten the child's psychosocial well-
being and psychosocial development.  
 
Practically 
Immigrant students should participate as much as possible in excursions, activities as an 
important way to integrate. Financial problems may not form an obstacle not to 
participate. They should know that the school can offer financial help by means of 
fundraising (among the students’ committee and the teachers e.g. have a solidarity 
breakfast (once a month) 

 

This idea does not have to cost money. But as schools already have to supply for so 
many things themselves, financial help from the government is wishful/welcome.  
Idea speech Mojca Rodič  (Slovenian meeting) 

11. Assessment  

Assessment should be individualized, depending on the student’s situation. 
We cannot reach an agreement for a recommendation as there is no possibility of 
proposing a general recommendation valid for all different countries and individual 
students. 
A different background brings a different knowledge, competence but also different 
motivation, efforts and potential for learning; however: minimal standards of knowledge 
for each subject have to be followed and always be obtained. 
Therefore: An assessment can be made every three months for each class and subject so 
that students can be evaluated. The immigrant students have to know that they have to 
catch up with the other students. 
 

Practical 
An assessment can be made every three month for each class and each subject so that 
students can be objectively evaluated.  No matter at which moment of the school year 
the immigrant student arrives then, he can be submitted to this test to see if they have 
reached the goals. The immigrant students have to know that they have to catch up 
with the other students. In proven practice, it turns out that a first year is given to 
adjust,  to learn the language and to get used to the school system. 
We realize that making such assessments asks a lot of effort from each teacher, but for 
every course, for every class an assessment should be made so the immigrants can be 
objectively evaluated. This is necessary as a basis to treat all and each of the students in 
an objective and unbiased way. At the end of the secondary school, they must have 
reached the same level of knowledge as all the other students so as to be able to have 
the same opportunities to continue with their studies or their live-long learning process. 
Asian students will need a longer time to adjust because of a different writing system 
and not only language. There is a difference between Asian, African, South American 
and European students. 
This idea doesn’t cost any money, only a lot of effort from the entire school team. 
No help is needed to implement the idea. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

12. Involve the entire school community and other local institutions 

Working together with local non-governmental institutions is strongly advised.  

Practical 

As the school is the only a safe place in the beginning ,  we need to provide them  with 
information and help them with practical information and arrangements (phone calls, 
time table, appointments…..). 
Every political party wants them to integrate, so they offer lessons in which  they can be 
together , learn the language, learn some cultural elements.  
Flyers are given from non-governmental organisations at school so that they can join 
and attend language, maths, geography…… classes after school. School councillors are 
usually in charge of forwarding students to these organisations. We suggest that one 
and the same person, like a councilor or other trained staff, helps all the immigrant 
newcomers.  
You cannot oblige your students to follow this, but real integration depends on the 
personal will of the immigrant.  
This idea will cost some money 

  

 

Some dissemination activities  

Belgium 

Composing and spreading the booklet you are reading now. 

Logo of Comenius at the entrance of the school. 

Reports at staffmeetings and in the school-magazine. 

Mentioning the activities on the schoolwebsite.  

The meeting on Wednesday 24 April 2013 presenting the results to an audience of many 
interested people. (reporting by newspapers and television) 

Spain 
 
We have elaborated a power point presentation after every single meeting with students 
that we have held and they have been shown to the students, to parents and to the whole 
group of teachers. 
 
They have also been uploaded to the website of the school:www.iesperezgaldos.com 
 
We have written a text after every single meeting and included the most relevant 
photographs in a special place at our web site called Comenius Project. 
 
Some articles have been written in the local newspaper, specially after the visit to Las 
Palmas. 
 
There was a news at the regional tv when we were received by the authorities in our city. 
 
We ordered a big billboard to be seen at the entrance of the school from the main street 
saying that we are a Comenius School working on European Projects. 
 
Once the project is finished, and after the last meeting, there will be a Photograph Exhibition 
at the Entrance Hall. 

Slovakia 

Publications in the local newspaper (Vranovské novinky, Vranovské spektrum) 

Publications in the school magazine (Gymsurfer) 

Publications on the school website (www.gyvv.sk, section Projekty) 

Public information about the project on the Open Door Day at school and during information 
campaign at local elementary schools when recruiting new students  

Organizing a project presentation and spreading endproduct (booklet) for students at school  

More …  



 
 


